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The Youth Of St. Petersburg
Prove They Really Do Care

VOLUME 43 NUMBER 49

Willis S. Johns Recreation Center youth

BY KHANA RILEY
CHALLNEGER CORRESPONDENT
ST. PETERSBURG - The youth of St.
Petersburg gathered for the momentous task of
beautifying their city. More than 700 youth from
the 13 city-wide recreation centers participated in
the 14th Annual “Scrubbin’ Da Burg” July 28,
where different sites and locations throughout the
city were beautified through community service.
The youth made it clear that their mission was to
“Clean Up Their City.”
The youth were involved in cleaning more

than 30 sites and locations. They were spread all
over the city with locations ranging from Happy
Workers garden maintenance on 19th St. S. to 9th
St. trash duty, Central Ave. street clean-up and
Academy Prep furniture inventory. They
performed community service of all types for 3-4
hours, including painting, weeding, and trash
clean up. At the end of the four hours, they reconvened at the Coliseum in downtown St.
Petersburg, to celebrate the fruits of their labor.
With a combined total of 2,800 community
service hours, the youth were exhausted but

YOUTH
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Culminating celebration at the St. Petersburg Coliseum

City Councilmembers
Wengay Newton, left, and Steve Cornell

White House Advisor Valerie Jarrett
On ‘Debt Ceiling Deal’
BY SOPHIAA. NELSON
WASHINGTON, D.C. E S S E NC E . co m h ad an
exclusive first conversation with
Senior White House Advisor
Valerie Jarrett this morning in light
of last night’s “Debt Ceiling Deal”
between President Obama, the
Senate Majority Leader and
Republican Speaker John Boehner.
We caught up with Ms. Jarrett
in Washington, D.C. for a detailed
and candid conversation on how
this deal impacts our nation, and
particularly the African-American
community which has been so
hard hit by the recession, which
began in 2007.
ESSENCE.com: Ms. Jarrett is
this a good deal for America?
Critics argue that there are too

many spending cuts, and not
enough tax revenue generation
(even after the Bush Tax Cuts
expire in 2012) in this deal; is that
true, and if so, why did the
President agree to what some are
calling an “unfair deal”?
VALERIE JARRETT: Yes,
this deal is good for America. Let’s
keep in mind that if we had not
reached an agreement as we did late
last night, the US economy domestically and globally could have
faltered severely. If we had
defaulted for the first time in our
history — the consequences would
have had a catastrophic impact on
the global economy. Our credit
worthiness as a nation would have
been downgraded; interest rates
would have shot up, our bond
holder interest rates would have

gone up, the deficit would have
increased, and more. So we averted
disaster and that is very important.
To the second part of your
question, the President had two
conditions going in for him to sign
off on a deal: 1.) He was looking for
long-term certainty, in that he did
not want to go through this again in
6 months. He was able to negotiate
this successfully; we now have a
2.1 trillion-dollar debt ceiling
authority given to the President
through 2013. This was critical
because the President was
concerned that the ongoing
stalemate with Congress was
having a chilling impact on
business growth and job creation.
Creating jobs and getting the
economy back on track is his #1
priority. 2.) The President was

White House Advisor Valerie
Jarrett with President Obama
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A Sugar Coated Satan Sandwich
With Strychnine On The Side:

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best

www.theweeklychallenger.com
Readership: 100,000 monthly

lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.

Wll the Debt Ceiling Fix Bring Double Dip Recession?
BY JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
TRICE EDNEY
WIRE.COM
Our c ountry
appears to have avoided default on our
debt, based on a deal that was cut
Sunday night, and negotiations that
were set to begin Monday morning.
Of course, as I write this, there may
well be another monkey wrench
thrown into the process of compromise,
as the Tea Party Republicans have been
intransient and completely unwilling to
compromise. President Obama and
some Democrats, on the other hand,
have been far willing to compromise
putting everything sacred – Social
Security, Medicare, educational
programs – on the table while taking
other matters, including tax increases
on the wealthy, off the table.
To swallow deep budget cuts
without also looking at revenue
increases seems misguided, at best, and
perhaps even foolish. Further, to wait
until the eleventh hour threatens the
sense of security that our elderly,
disabled, and others are entitled to.
Eventually, this erodes confidence in
government and weakens the fabric of
civic participation.
The deal will require about $3
billion in deficit reductions, but no
i n c re as e in r evenue. It give s

Republicans virtually everything they
asked for i n t h e b eg i n n i n g .
Congressman Emanuel Cleaver (DMo), Chairman of the Congressional
Black Caucus, described the deal as a
“sugar coated Satan sandwich”. Rep.
Raul Grijalva (D-AZ), co-chair of the
Congressional Progressive Caucus said
this flawed deal “trades people’s livelihoods for the votes for a few unappeasable right wing radicals”.
The entirely appropriate stern
language, frankly, does not go far
enough because it does not factor in the
possibility that recession will continue
(I know, some people think it is over,
but those are the people who are still
basking in the benefits of the Bush tax
cuts), or become a double-dip
recession. Indeed, if this debt deal exacerbates economic hard times, we’ll be
sipping on a side of strychnine with that
sugar coated Satan sandwich
Congressman Cleaver has described.
Double dip recession? How? Let’s
start with high unemployment rates that
are likely to get higher when money is
taken out of the economy. Let’s add the
millions of housing units that are empty,
and the foreclosure crisis that has not
yet been resolved. More than 28
percent of us have “underwater”
mortgages, or mortgages higher than
the value of a home. Many are considering walking away from those
mortgages, exacerbating the housing

crisis.
Mix in the effect this months-long
debate has had on our investment
climate. Last week, the Dow Jones
Industrial Average dropped by more
than 2 percent in just one day. Askittish
stock market doesn’t exactly bode well
for economic recovery. Nor does a
weakened bond rating. Nor higher
interest rates, which appear to be a possibility. Furthermore, economic growth
in the last quarter was extremely
sluggish, at just 1.3 percent. Consumer
spending was up by only a tenth of a
percentage point!
The unemployment situation is the
most disturbing. Nearly a third of those
who are out of work have been out of
work for a full year. The average length
of unemployment is now 40 weeks, or
ten months! The French philosopher
Albert Camus once wrote, “Without
work all life is rotten”. There are at least
twenty-five million Americans leading
“rotten” lives because they have no
work. Many, also, have no hope.
Yet the possibility of using
stimulus to generate employment is not
possible with the possibility of debt
celling legislation that offers no flexibility for an employment downturn. Pass
that sugar-coated Satan sandwich, and
let me wash it down with a big dose of
that strychnine. That’s right, strychnine.
Poison. Because this deal is poison for
the economy and for most of the

American people.
The possibilities of a double dip (or
continuing) recession increase because
there is little credit access. The banks
took their bail-out money and ran.
Small businesses and potential homeowners often can’t get a loan even with
pristine credit. The bail out money was
meant for economic stimulus, but the
banks played a bad game of three-card
Monte with the American people.
While our economy languishes, few in
Congress have the moxie to stand up to
the banks. Indeed, too many are in
cahoots with them. How else can we
possibly explain the sidelining of
Elizabeth Warren to lead the new regulatory agency?
The debt-ceiling proposal is bad
news. It is not even clear that it is “better
than nothing”. What it actually shows is
that Tea Party Republicans are better at
adhering to their principles and exerting
their will than Democrats or the White
House are. They deserve no credit for
their unwillingness to compromise,
because the legislative process is about
compromise. But President Obama and
some Democrats need to take heed of
Tea Party tactics. Or drink that strychnine with the sugar-coated Satan
sandwich.
Julianne Malveaux is and
economist and president of Bennett
College for Women in Greensboro,
North Carolina.

Greatest Racial Wealth Gap In Decades;
Time For Immediate Action
BY REV. AL
SHARPTON
TRICE EDNEY
WIRE.COM
While the nation
is fixated on a debt ceiling standstill, the
number one issue on the minds of
Americans - jobs - has largely been
ignored. But in addition to experiencing
the worst economic downfall since the
Great Depression, we are now also officially witnessing the largest ethnic
wealth disparity in decades. For those
who claim we are in some sort of 'postracial' society, I have news for you: we
are anything but.
The Pew Research Center just
released a startling and sobering new
study stating that the median wealth of
white households is now 20 times that
of black households, and 18 times that
of Latino households. The data,
gathered from 2005-2009, indicates

that a typical black household had just
$5,677 in wealth (assets minus debts),
while the average Latino household
had $6,325, and the ordinary white
household had $113,149. And about
one-third of all black and Latino households had zero or negative net worth in
2009 alone.
When this racial wealth gap is the
highest it has ever been since the government began tracking such information, we are not progressing, but rather
regressing. If the notion of the proverbial American dream constitutes home
ownership, how can people of color be
making advancements if they are losing
their houses in catastrophic numbers?
According to the Pew study, the median
level of home equity held by Latinos
declined by half from '05-'09. While
predatory lenders targeted the most vulnerable in the years prior to the
recession, these families are now
suffering under the biggest virtual land

grab against Blacks and Latinos we
have ever witnessed.
Consistently on the forefront of
social justice and civil rights issues, we
at National Action Network can think
of no greater time than the present to
convene and address many of these
challenges at our annual march in
Washington, D.C. on August 27th.
Paying homage to the legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., we will gather,
rally and march for jobs, education,
non-violence, equality across the board
and our collective future. From the
emancipator (Abraham Lincoln) to the
liberator (Dr. King), we recognize our
advancement, but as this Pew study so
distinctly highlights, we have much
work that remains before us.
Despite what many economists
may have us believe, the poor and
working-class are still struggling to gain
employment, provide food and clothing
for their children, maintain a roof over
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their heads and afford health care. And
now there is no question that Blacks
and Latinos are lagging generations
behind Whites when it comes to wealth.
When Whites are more likely to invest
in stocks, they are more likely to sustain
themselves as the market improves. But
when people of color had invested in
homes, they were the first ones to lose
that equity — hence unable to pass on
wealth to their children as well.
It's a vicious pandemic that is likely
far greater than even what we know
since the Pew study only included data
up until 2009. As the nation still reels
under the Great Recession, Blacks and
Latinos in general are now worse off
than they were decades prior. Yes, we
may finally have a black President and
some black/Latino CEOs, but if the
masses are left in the mire of despair,
then we cannot and will not remain
silent.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Pinellas Education
Foundation Creates Finance
Community Spotlight
Park Boot Camp

L ARG O - The Pine llas
Education Foundation has
created a new program called
Finance Park Boot Camp for
foster youth involved with
Ready For Life, Inc., a nonprofit
organization formed by volunteers to engage foster care youth,
private citizens and public
resources to assist Pinellas
County foster youth in a successful transition to adulthood. The
course has been customized to
meet the unique needs of youth
16 to 23 years of age that are in
foster care or have transitioned
out of the foster care system.
This program will take place
August 1 – 4 for 35 students and

will feature three days of training
and presentations culminating
with a day at Finance Park where
students will assume a life
profile and have to manage their
own household while balancing
a simulated household budget.
Each day of the program will
feature a different partner from
the business community addressing topics such as legal issues,
managing a b an k acco u n t ,
buying/leasing a car, and
financial planning.
“We’re thrilled to be able to
team up with an amazing organization like Ready For Life and
offer a program that will really
benefit these students as they

become independent adults,”
stated Craig Sher, chairman of
the Pinellas Education
Foundation. “Our goal is to
continue partnering with groups
like Ready for Life during the
summer months so that we can
create tailored programs and
teach students we may not
otherwise reach during the
school year.”
Ready for Life Executive
Director Kathy Mize stated, “We
are excited about this new
community partnership and are
grateful for the support and dedic at i o n fro m t h e P i n el l as
Ed u cat i o n F o u n d at i o n an d
Finance Park.”

Girl Scouts Call For
Women Of Distinction
TAMPA– The office of Girl
Scouts of West Central Florida
(GSWCF) announces an open
call for nominations for its prestigious Women of Distinction
recognition. Do you know a
w o m an w ho exemplifies
extraordinary civic, professional and/or philanthropic commitment and achievement through
gifts of time, talent and treasure,
making her community a better
place? Is she a positive role
m o d el f or gir ls ? Does she
demonstrate a commitment to

the advocacy of improving the
lives of women and girls?
Women do not have to be
involved with the Girl Scouts to
be nominated. Nominations will
be accepted through Monday,
Sept. 12; applications can be
downloaded from the council’s
website and submitted. Those
women selected as “Honorees”
will be announced in October
and honored at the Women of
Distinction Luncheon on March
13, 2012.
To be considered, Women

of Distinction nominees must
live within Girl Scouts of West
Central Florida’s geographic
boundaries (Citrus, Hernando,
Hillsborough, Marion, Pasco,
Pinellas, Polk and Sumter
counties.
The Women of Distinction
Selection Committee and the
staff of Girl Scouts of West
Central Florida will review the
nominations received on or
before Sept. 12 and make their
selections. For forms and information, go to: ww.gswcf.org.

Good Will Donors Get Free
Admission To Soccer Match
ST. PETERSBURG – It’s
time to kick out clutter and take
in a pro soccer match!
Each person who drops off
clothing or household items at
Goodwill-Suncoast
donation
sites during August will receive
a coupon good for a free ticket to
an FC Tampa Bay professional
soccer match with a paid
admission. Coupons are good
for home games at Al Lang
Stadium in St. Petersburg Aug.
13 and 20 and Sept. 17 and 24.
FC Tampa Bay is urging
fans to donate a children’s book
for Goodwill’s BookWorks
preschool literacy program
when they redeem their
coupons. BookWorks collection

bins will be at the stadium ticket
office and gates on game days.
About FC Tampa Bay
FC Tampa Bay is a men’s
professional soccer team part of
the North American Soccer
League (NASL). FC Tampa Bay
kicked off its inaugural season
in April 2010 and is now in the
midst of the 2011 season. For
more
information,
visit
www.fctampabay.com.
About Goodwill IndustriesSuncoast
Goodwill IndustriesSuncoast, Inc. was founded in
St. Petersburg, FLin 1954, and
is one of the largest and most
effective Goodwill organizations in the world. Its mission is

to help people achieve their full
potential through the dignity and
power of work. The nonprofit’s
successful donated goods retail
operation helps support its
human services in 10 counties,
including employment and
t rai n i n g s erv i ces , t rai n i n g
centers for people with disabilities, affordable apartment communities, and community corrections programs. Goodwill is
consistently ranked among the
charities most deserving of
support based on the high percentage of revenue directed to
its programs. For more informat i o n , v i s i t www. g o o d wi l l suncoast.org.

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Saab 9.5

2010 Convertible
Saab up to $15,000.00

off or 0% for 72 months.
See dealer for details.

Call Mike Hughes

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
at 727-450-7446

Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Evonnie ‘Von’Scott Frazier
Licensed Barber and Cosmetologist,Interior Decorator
“Working with hair
has been my life’s
work,” said Evonnie
Scott Frazier. Known
by nearly every one as
Von, Frazier started her
career as a teenager.
When she attended high
school, many students
were encouraged to
take a vocational course
so that they would be
able to earn a living if
they did not attend
college. “I knew that I
wanted to go to college,
but I took the course in
cosmetology anyway.
My instructor was Mrs. Mabel Reese, whose
classes at the Gibbs High School Vocational
Center prepared students to pass the state
board examinations with ease. After high
school graduation, I went to the Atlanta
School of Fashion and Design in Atlanta, GA
because I envisioned myself as a famous
designer and decorator. I got so homesick that
I returned home after only one semester. It
was just the right time to accept a job offer
with Mr. Robertson in his prestigious salon on
22nd Street South. He told me that Mrs. Reese
had recommended me as a person who could
do the kind of work he required in his salon.
College was put on hold, but my beauty career
took off,” related Frazier.
Following the job in Mr. Robertson’s
beauty salon, Frazier worked at Evelyn’s
Beauty Clinic. Then, her mom, Mrs. Lotttie
Scott, opened a beauty salon with Frazier as

the manager and
operator. “She believed
in me, and she wanted to
give me the opportunity
to see how far I could go
on my own. It has truly
been a phenomenal
career. So many
positions and activities
have been open to me.
In addition to the daily
jobs of the straightening, perming, and
styling of my clients’
hair, I have done a lot of
platform work for
different product
companies like Revlon,
Special Feelings, Summit, and Lusters. I had
the opportunity to study with Clem Lue Yat, a
master hair weaver, at the International Hair
Salon in Brooklyn, NY. Then, I studied hair
fusion with Peter Cho at New Concepts Hair
Goods and attended Dudley’s Cosmetology
and Finance program. I have numerous certificates showing that I have mastered skills,
gained knowledge of products, and demonstrated hair care techniques to many others,”
Frazier explained.
Frazier’s love of hair care influenced her
son and daughter, as they are both licensed as
barbers and cosmetologists. Her granddaughter does braids. “A few years ago, we all
worked in my salon. My son now works in a
barber shop, and my daughter works in the
salon only occasionally, now that she has a

VON
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Academy Prep Center
Of St. Petersburg
Hosts Annual Grad Bash
ST.
PETERSBURG
Academy Prep Center of St.
Petersburg is pleased to host the
Grad Bash, its annual reunion
for graduates, Saturday, Aug. 6.
The Grad Bash will honor
Academy Prep classes of 20002011 and will take place from 11
a.m. - 2 p.m. under the Jack
Painter Memorial Pavilion on
the campus at 2301 22nd Ave.
S., St. Petersburg. Celebrating
graduates and their families, the
reunion will feature refreshments, co-ed flag football,
k i c k b all, and music by
T.A.S.C.O. Photo opportunities
and interviews with graduates,

parents, and school administrators will be available during the
reunion.
Academy Prep Center of St.
Petersburg is entering its 15th
year of operation on the south
St. Petersburg campus.
Academy Prep is a privatelyfunded midd l e s ch o o l fo r
students who qualify for needbased scholarships. Students
attend Academy Prep on full
scholarships provided by individuals, community businesses,
corporations and foundations.
Students attend Academy Prep’s
rigorous college preparatory
program up to 11 hours a day, 6

Summer Work Readiness
Program Empowers Youth

days a week, 11 months a year
and receive intensive guidance
through high school and college.
Even though fewer than 29
percent of their neighbors will
complete high school, more than
95 percent of Academy Prep’s
graduates are either still in high
school, or college, or have
begun their careers.
For further information
about the Annual Grad Bash or
Academy Prep of St. Petersburg,
contact Elizabeth Perkins at
727-322-0800 ext. 2137 or
eperkins@academyprep.org or
check the website at www.academyprep.org.
Graduates and Guests

VON

continued from pg. 3
family and a different career,”
said Frazier.
“I tried other jobs, but I
have always come back to hair.
For a while, I worked in the
interior decorating department
of Home Depot. At the Largo
Fairgrounds, I worked in a
program to teach nutrition to
families. I have even worked in
nursing homes, but as a barber
and hairstylist. I still go to
nursing homes to do hair twice a
month. I really enjoy seeing the

older women smile as they
lovingly touch their new hairdo.
My mom always said that we
should respect people and treat
them the way we want to be
treated. I can still hear her
admonitions regarding the
treatment of clients. ‘Don’t
have anybody standing on
someone else’s head while you
are doing their hair. In other
words, give each client individual attention. They are paying
for your time, so give it to
them,’ she said. This attitude
has made a difference in the
way I see clients and the way
clients see me. I have a unisex

salon where men and women
may come in for hair care
services. Also, I welcome the
less fortunate and make prices
affordable. A beauty salon is
generally a place for adults, but
some parents cannot afford a
sitter or get someone to keep the
children for the time needed.
Therefore, my salons have been
child friendly with a play area
so that children can entertain
themselves by reading, playing
games, or watching videos,” she
stated. Each year in July, Frazier
sponsors a picnic to show
clients her appreciation for their
patronage.

Aliyah Williams

Overall Student Courtney Furse & Pye Young

BY KHANA RILEY
CHALLENGER
CORRESPONDENT
ST.PETERSBURG - The
Pinellas County Urban League,
in conjunction with pTEC and
the St. Petersburg College
Allstate Center, graduated 48
youth Thursday, July 28 from
the 2011 Summer Youth Work
Readiness Program. Having
commenced on June 20, the
graduation marked the culmination, on July 28, of a six week
program that will not be
forgotten.
From a pool of 400 applicants, 48 participants from
south St. Petersburg were
chosen: 24 girls and 24 boys.
These youth, ages 14-16, were
on a mission to better themselves. The three year grant
program consisted of classes,
workshops, demonstrations and
trainings geared towards
educating these youths on job
readiness, life skills, goal
setting, vocational and college
preparation, and career choices.
The locations for the program
were pTEC and St. Petersburg
College’s Allstate Center.
Throughout the course of
the program, students were
mentored and educated through
guest lecturers, including a representative from Progress
Energy and District 7 City
C o u n c i l m e m b e r, We n g a y
Newton. There were on-site
demonstrations, seminars from
local entrepreneurs, and assignments all along the way. A
weekly incentive of a gift card
was also awarded in recognition
of participation and attendance.
This was just one incentive as
the final prizes were graduation
and an award of $500. Some
might consider the students’
focus was on the $500 prize, but
Statewide Coordinator for the
Youth Crime Prevention &
Intervention Program, Michael
Boykins, Sr., has a different

Students Receiving Awards

take. “Students were really
learning and sharing their experiences with their families. It
was clear that they weren’t just
concerned about the check.”
A commencement
ceremony took place to
culminate the project and the
participants’ hard work. The
ceremony took place at pTEC
in front of a warm, supportive
audience of family and friends.
The program, however, had a
different twist. This occasion
was run solely by the students.
The Mistress of
Ceremonies for the evening was
Yasmine Bevel. The welcome
was given by Khalil Ware, with
the Invocation by Daviyah
Cuthbertson. Participant
D’Ananetia Jones gave her
thoughts as to the program’s
purpose. Participants Jamelia
Wilson, Oscar Seals, Aliyah
Williams and Johnny Swain
told of their personal experiences. DeCari Turner introduced the keynote speaker who
was none other than City
Council member Wengay
Newton. The Special Awards
and recognitions were done by
Pye Young, Program Instructor.
These special awards were
presented to participants
Sumiya Simmons and Trayvone
McRae, who both received the
Turn Around Award for making

Turnaround Student
Trayvon McRae,
Pye Young, Instructor

the most improvement in participation and attitude during the
program. Courtney Furse was
granted the award of Overall
Outstanding Achiever along
with DeQuantae Johnson.
The students worked to
make their future a success and
spoke of continuing with the
training and education received
from this program. This is a
program that showed these participants the potential in their
futures and the program developers look forward to doing the
same next year.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Charter Flights Going From
Tampa International Airport To Cuba
TAMPA – Families and
cultural organizations from the
Tampa Bay area will now save
time and money with direct
flights to Cuba. After years of
working on behalf of Tampa’s
Cuban-American families,
Congresswoman Kathy Castor
announced today that a charter
airline company has received
the first landing rights for
f l i g h t s f r o m Ta m p a
International Airport to Havana.
This significant development
means that direct, nonstop
flights can start as early as
September from Tampa to the
island nation.
“This is the last piece of the
puzzle,” Castor said. “This is
fantastic news for the Tampa
Bay community. The Tampa
Bay region has one of the
highest Cuban-American populations in this country, but for
too long, families have had to

travel to Miami in order to get
to Cuba. They have had to
spend extra money for hotel
rooms and plane tickets to do
so, making an already
expensive journey even more
cumbersome. Tampa Bay’s
Cuban-Americans deserve the
same seamless access to the
island nation as those who live
in the Miami area. I have heard
the struggles of those with
limited travel opportunities to
Cuba, especially for families
trying to visit loved ones or see
sick or dying relatives.”
In what may prove to be the
first of many charter companies
to secure landing rights in the
near future, ABC Charters
rec eive d pe rmi s s i o n fro m
Customs and Border Protection
to la nd in Hav an a. AB C
Charters plans to start flights as
early as Sept. 10.
“ABC Charters is proud to

facilitate the reunification of the
Cuban American families in
Tampa and the adjoining areas,”
said Tessie Aral, president of
ABC Charters, Inc. “They no
longer will need to drive several
hours to Miami so they can visit
their families in Cuba.”
Castor has been working for
years (see timeline below) to
h av e Tam p a In t ern at i o n al
Airport designated an airport
for charter flights to Cuba. She
sent several letters, beginning
with a letter to President-elect
Obama in December 2008,
requesting a fresh look at U.S.Cuban relations and lifting
travel restrictions for families.
In 2009, she continued
putting pressure on the administration, communicating with
officials from U.S. Customs and
Border Protection and the
National Security Council as
w el l as wi t h C o m m erce

Secretary Locke, Secretary of
State Clinton, and Treasury
Secretary Geithner.
In 2010, Castor cosponsored a bill that would open
travel to Cuba to all Americans,
again stepping up pressure on
the administration to approve
charter airline flights to Cuba
from Tampa International.
Castor was the first member of
Congress from Florida to call
for modernization of the longstanding ban on traveling to
Cuba.
“We worked hard to make
s u re Ta m p a I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Airport was designated an
entry/exit point to Cuba, and we
continued working so that
landing rights could be secured
in Havana. Tampa Bay area
families now will be able to
travel directly from their TPA to
Cuba to visit their loved ones in
the island nation.”

North Greenwood Diversity Comes Alive
C L E A RWAT E R – O n
Saturday, Aug. 6, the largest
Back To School/Wellness Fest
in North Pinellas County will
be held at the North
G re e nwood Aqua tic a nd
Recreation Center, 900 North
Martin Luther King Avenue,
Clearwater. Doors open for registration at 8 a.m. with a Noon
cut-off.
“Every year this event gets
larger and larger”, said Maurice
Mickens, President and C.E.O.
of Mt. Carmel Community
Development Corporation.
“This is a charity of love that
we provide for the youth and
families of the community. But
what truly makes it special is

the collaboration of so many
non profits, along with the City
of Clearwater, donating hours
of planning to ensure that we
have the needed resources. The
diversity of our volunteers is
amazing, young and old, unemployed and professionals, and
every color of the rainbow.”
Community stakeholders
began this program many years
ago, hosting it at various sites
throughout North Greenwood.
In the early years at the Martin
Luther King Center, with the
African American Leadership
Council; Jack Russell Stadium
anchored by the Boys and Girls
Club; a few years ago the
wellness exams were provided

at the Willa Carson Health
Resource Center. The lead
o rg an i zat i o n h as ro t at ed
depending on who had the best
resources. But we have been
consistent in producing this
event because our youth and
families look forward to it. In
challenging times like these
school supplies can make a big
difference for a family budget.
Many of our Volunteers are
long-term contributors; coming
back annually. For the second
year, Bank of America is
serving as our Primary
Sponsor.
Upon registration, participants access our Wellness
Pavilion, where they have an

opportunity to receive exams
and talk with volunteer medical
professionals. Children seeking
immunizations must be accompanied by an adult with their
current records.
Upon exiting the Wellness
P av i l i o n p a r t i c i p a n t s a r e
req u i r e d t o v i s i t w i t h a
minimum of three vendors,
who services target families in
North Greenwood. After
talking with our vendors they
may access the school supply
area, where we will be distributing over 1,000 backpacks
wi t h s c h o o l s u p p l i e s . I n
addition, free lunches and
entertainment are available.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Thursday, Aug. 4 - Mayor's Night Out 2011, Lake Vista
Center, 1401 62nd Ave. S., 7 – 9 p.m. Mayor Bill Foster
and City Council invite you to Mayor's Night Out, as
the city brings its full array of services to the neighborhoods. Speak one-on-one with the mayor and other
public officials, and get the services you need from
City Hall.
Friday, Aug. 5 - First Friday St. Pete Get Downtown
Music Series, 5:30 – 10:30 p.m., 250 Central Ave. btwn.
2nd and 3rd St., St. Petersburg. Get downtown and get
down with the fun, great music, a lively crowd right in
the heart of downtown. Visit www.firstfridaystpete.com,
www.breakfastoptimist.org or call 727-393-3597.
Saturday, Aug. 6 - Back to School Care Fair, Johnnie
Ruth Clarke Health Center, 1344 22nd St. S., 8 a.m. to
Noon. Get a head start on school with backpacks filled
with school supplies (one per school-aged child, child
and guardian must be present) or get registered for the
upcoming school year. Navigate a bike safety challenge
course and take home a free bicycle helmet! The first
500 registered children receive free medical exams from
Bayfront and All Children's Hospitals, including immunizations. Vision and dental checkups are also
available. Make-it and take-it arts and crafts or take
home a free book! Limited to children in grades K-12
who attend schools in South Pinellas County and their
parent/guardian. Sponsored by the Junior League of St.
Petersburg. Call 727-895-5018 or visit www.jlstpete.org.
S a t u rd a y, A u g . 6 - N o r t h G re e n w o o d B a c k t o
School/Wellness Fest, 8 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. North
Greenwood Aquatic and Recreation Complex, 900 N.
MLK Ave., Clearwater. Over 100 volunteers inclusive of
local doctors, nurses and community stakeholders.
More than 1,000 backpacks filled with school supplies
are distributed. Over two dozen non profits collaborate
to provide free wellness exams, entertainment, lunches,
family food bags, back packs and school supplies. In
addition, vendor tables are manned by organizations
that focus on the North Greenwood community.
Saturday, Aug. 6 - Bird Walk, first Saturday monthly,
Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, 1101 Country Club Way S. 8
a.m. The diverse habitats in our preserve provide an
urban oasis for wildlife. Join birding experts for an early
morning walk in search of migrants and locals! Visit
www.stpete.org/boyd or call 727-893-7326. FREE!

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Circle S Motors gives Notice of Foreclosure of Lien
and intent to sell these vehicles on August 23, 2011
09:00 am at 2132 Pine Forest Dr. Clearwater, FL
33764, pursuant to subsection 713.78 of the
Florida Statues, for Labor service and/or storage
charges only. Circle S Motors reserves the right
to accept or reject any and/or all bids.

2003 VW Jetta Vin# WVWSE61J13W370086

HELP WANTED

Advertising Sales Representatives
Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in The Weekly
Challenger and The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes and formats for
advertising. Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Email resume to

generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, 2011

COMMUNITY NEWS
Caring
for the

Soul

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: explorepahistory.com

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.
I recently had the opportunity to witness
two pairs of male cousins reuniting after
spending some time apart. The older boys (as I
call them) are now young men. When they
were younger they established a bond with
each other that no one can sever. They are best
friends. When they see each other, they enjoy
each other’s company… just as they did when
they were young children.
The younger boys, a tween and a teen,
mirror the older boys. When they see each
other after several months have passed, they
pick up where they left off. They talk, play, and
hang out as if every day is the last day they will
see each other. They do not waste time with
arguments or disagreements. If they have any

squabbles, the adults around them never know.
They solve their problems themselves —- if
there are any. They focus on what is most
important – enjoying each other’s company.
What if we all spent our time as if it were
as valuable as the boys’ time with each other
… as if our relationships matter so much that
we do not have any time to waste . . . as if we
only have a short time to enjoy each other’s
company? As the end of summer nears, I
encourage you to enjoy your relationships with
those you love. Try not to “sweat the small
stuff”. Hang out. Talk. Laugh. No arguments.
Solve your problems without outside intervention. Your soul will be happy if you do.

St. Petersburg Business
Assistance Center’s Business
Training Schedule
ST. PETERSBURG - The St.
Petersburg Business Assistance
Ce n t er ( BAC) offe rs fre e
business training and counseling
sessions to assist emerging and
existing small business with
business development. We are
located at 440 2nd Avenue North.
For information, call (727) 8937146 or visit our website at
www.stpete.org/bac.
The schedule for the month
of August 2011 is as follows:
We are open Monday
through Friday, Aug. 1 – 31, from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Business Counseling
sessions by:
SCORE - Tuesdays, Aug. 2,
9, 16, 23, and 30; 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.; and, Thursdays, Aug. 11
and 25; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Florida Small Business
Development Center at USF Wednesdays, Aug. 3, 10, 17, 24,
and 31; 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Business Workshops:
Employee vs. Independent
Contractor workshop conducted
by SCORE; Monday, Aug. 1, 6 to
7 p.m.
BAC Training Schedule – 3
How to do Business with the
City of St. Petersburg workshop
by City of St. Petersburg’s
Purchasing Department;
Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2 to 4 p.m.
Introduction to Business

Startup workshop by Florida
Small Business Development
Center at USF; Wednesday, Aug.
3, 6 to 8 p.m.
City Services and Incentives
for Business Owners and
Startups workshop by the City of
St. Petersburg’s Planning and
Economic Development
Department; Tuesday, Aug. 9, 6
to 7 p.m.
Introduction to Business
Financing session provided by
Gulfcoast Business Finance, Inc.
and the Tampa Bay Black
Business Investment Corporation
(TBBBIC); Wednesday, Aug. 10,
2 to 3 p.m.
How to Research and Write
Your Business Plan workshop by
the City of St Petersburg Library
Services and the Florida Small
Business Development Center at
USF; Wednesday, Aug. 10, 5:30
to 8 p.m.
Preparing Your Finances for
Business Loans workshop by
Tampa Bay Black Business
Investment Corporation
(TBBBIC); Thursday, Aug. 11, 6
to 8 p.m.
Business Start-up Basics
workshop by SCORE; Monday,
Aug. 15, 6 to 8 p.m.
Basics of Bonding - Part 1
workshop presented by the Small
Business Administration (SBA)
and a bonding professional;

Wednesday, Aug. 17, 6 to 8 p.m.
BAC Training Schedule – 4
Social Media workshop by
SCORE; Thursday, Aug. 18, 6 to
8 p.m. This workshop has a $20
fee. Visit www.scorepinellas.org
to register.
Advertising: How to Make It
Work for You (Intermediate)
workshop by SCORE; Monday,
Aug. 22, 6 to 8 p.m.
Search Engine Optimization
(recommended prerequisites:
Marketing and Advertising)
workshop by SCORE; Tuesday,
Aug. 23, 6 to 8 p.m. This
workshop has a $20 fee. Visit
www.scorepinellas.org
to
register.
SBA Programs and Services
workshop by the Small Business
Administration
(SBA);
Thursday, Aug. 25, 2 to 4 p.m.
Disaster Preparedness for
Small Business Owners
workshop by St. Petersburg Fire
Rescue and the Small Business
Administration
(SBA);
Thursday, Aug. 25, 6 to 8 p.m.
Intellectual Property
Anyone? workshop provided by
SCORE; Tuesday, Aug. 30, 6 to
8 p.m.
QuickBooks Intermediate Pt. 3 (Accounts Receivable,
Accounts Payable & Financial
Reports) workshop by SCORE;
Wednesday, Aug. 31, 6 to 8 p.m.

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGERNEWSPAPER.COM

Skin care packed
with multiple benefits. Special offers
you don’t want to
miss. Free samples
so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at
your convenience with my
personal delivery. No crowds.
No parking hassles. No drain on your
gas tank. What better way to get all your
skin care and makeup! Contact me today!
Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

The Free African Society
In the years that followed
the end of the American
Revolution, black Philadelphians
continued to attend white
churches. But seating restrictions and exclusion from
services inhibited their ability
to worship. In May of 1787,
the same month in which the
Constitutional Convention
met, Absalom Jones and
Richard Allen founded the
Free African Society the first
benevolent society organized
by African Americans in the
United States. Created to
benefit African Americans who
“lived a sober and orderly
life,” the original seven
members agreed to pay one
shilling a month into a fund
that would provide a small
stipend if they or their wives,
widows, or children fell into
poverty,
provided
“this
necessity is not brought on
them by their own imprudence.” In setting up the
society, they thanked William
White, the first bishop of
Pennsylvania’s Episcopal
Church, “whose early assistance and useful remarks we
found
truly
profitable.”
White’s
friendly
attitude
explains why many blacks,
who were welcome to sit with
their masters in the town’s
Episcopal churches even as
slaves, never left the Episcopal
Church.
Founded in 1794, St.
Thomas’ Episcopal, with
Absalom Jones installed as its
priest,
would
become
Philadelphia’s first black
church. Richard Allen, a
Methodist, felt less welcome in
the Methodists’ St. George’s
Church, where blacks were
only allowed to hold services
at 5 a.m. So he founded

“Mother Bethel” later in 1794,
the nation’s first African
Methodist Episcopal Church.
In years since passage of the
Pennsylvania gradual abolition
law of 1780, Philadelphia had
become home to the nation’s
largest free black community.
Racism, however, continued to
bar African-Americans from
most of the city’s churches,
schools, and even cemeteries.
The Free African Society thus
took it upon itself to open
schools, churches, and to buy a
graveyard from the city.
The Society was also
deeply concerned, as its
preamble states, with moral
behavior. Jones and Allen recognized that clean living and
moral behavior were essential
both to the health and prosperity of their growing community
and to the ongoing struggle to
combat the racism of white
Philadelphians. In a selfless act
that would eventually lead to
its own dissolution, the Free
African Society also demonstrated the humanitarian commitment of Philadelphia’s
African Americans to the early
republic during the yellow
fever epidemic of 1793. At
first, believing Dr. Benjamin
Rush’s opinion that they were
immune from the disease,
members of the Free African
Society and other black
Philadelphians stayed in town
when many whites left, serving
as nurses throughout the
infected areas of the city and as
carters who removed victims
of the plague from their households to local cemeteries.
They continued to help
even after black volunteers
became infected by the score.
Soon, however, publisher
Matthew Carey’s popular A

HOROSCOPES

Short Account of the
M a l i g n a n t F e v e r, w h i c h
quickly went through four
printings, blamed them for
profiting from the disaster by
charging excessively for their
services. Jones and Allen
replied with their own
pamphlet, showing that blacks
frequently went unpaid and
sometimes advanced their own
money for medical supplies.
They also argued that there
was nothing wrong with blacks
exercising what whites had
always considered a natural
right - engaging in labor, and
dangerous labor at that - to
earn the best living they could.
In fact, blacks had demonstrated their civic virtue, for they
had stayed in the city when
President Washington and
most of the government left
town to avoid an epidemic that
killed more than 4,000 of the
city’s 40,000 to 50,000 people.
In the end, the heroic
efforts of the Free African
Society resulted in its
financial ruin. Having accumulated a debt of £177 due to
the expenses of bedding and
moving victims of the yellow
fever, the Society was forced
to close at the end of the year.
But its legacy would continue
through the leadership of the
c i t y ’s A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n
churches and a thriving black
community, which in 1800
numbered over 6,400 people,
nearly 44 percent of
Pennsylvania’s total black
population.
Philadelphia’s
free
African
population
would grow to 14,564 in
1800, 24,901 in 1820, and
47,790 in 1840, making it the
largest in the nation.

Aug. 4 - 10, 2011

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

Your agreement with co-workers
should improve as you take steps to
strengthen emotional connections.
Keeping things to yourself will not
pay off for you this week. Love waits
for you if you ask. A message from a
distant source contains a clue.

Move slowly concerning relationships
this week. People are a little edgy and
they don't know exactly where you are
coming from. Make full explanations.
Don't assume that they know what's
on your mind. Most of all, stay positive
no matter what.

Your careless ways with money are
going to be apparent this week.
Financial mistakes you've made in the
past will be especially painful. Don't
conceal the pain from yourself. It is a
warning that you should take steps to
prevent future financial crisis.

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Dealing with smaller issues is the
order of the week. Your soul vibrations will not attune easily to lofty
subjects, long ranged plans and the
other aspects of the bigger picture.
Attention to details will however,
give a sense of accomplishment.

You can't be right all of time. Instead of
always trying to be right, try to find the
logic in other's viewpoint whether you
happen to agree or not. Endear yourself to a loved one real soon, by really
listening to what they have to say.
Don't be so stubborn, that you deny
yourself what you really want.

Take advantage of the great weather and
spend time outdoors enjoying and relaxing with Mother Nature. Learn a new
sport, and spend time with family and
friends. Don't take travel matters into your
own hands. Seek a professional who will
be able to plan a wonderful vacation for
you without breaking your bank. Cook up
some goodies for your loved ones.

GEMINI
Matters relating to health need
attention. Prevention is more valuable than cure. Rest and eat well
this week. Your stress will be lower
by knowing that you do not have to
fix a relationship that has gone sour.
Feel your independence and ability
to travel alone.

LIBRA
This week is a good week to dump
any extra baggage that has been
pulling you down. You have too much
potential to throw away and waste
your time on issues that will amount to
nothing. Stay focused on your goals.
Meet and spend time with people who
will be able to help you reach them.

CANCER
Use better judgement with regard to
financial matters. Stop rationalizing.
Money is important. Do something
about the fact that you might find
yourself broke more often than you
wish. Continuing to deny it will delay
doing something about it.

SCORPIO
Your spiritual vibes will give you insight on
a situation that’s been on your mind.
Share your thoughts with someone close
to you. Spend time with friends and family that will provide support and guidance
when you make an important decision.

AQUARIUS
Stay positive, don' t let negative people
get inside your head. You know that things
will work out well. Ease rapidly away from
anyone who is a naysayer. During the
week, things may seem hard at times but
soon life will be filled with fun. Enjoy!

PISCES
The bond that you established with
your spiritual side works well in your
relationship with a special person.
Speak of the reality of the intangible
qualities of life. Your lover will understand. Keep attention on the financial
matters you've been dealing with.
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HEALTH & FINANCE
Let’$ Talk Money

by Roy James

Securing Retirement Income
In A Turbulent Market:
Look Beyond ‘The Number’
Today’s challenging economic environment
has forced many Americans to review their retirement planning goals with a more critical eye.
While most core principles about retirement
planning still hold true no matter the environment,
a few may require some slight modifications. And
given the turbulent times we’re facing, who
couldn’t use a roadmap to help plan and execute a
successful retirement strategy?
When it comes to retirement planning, we all
want to know what “the number” is: That magic
dollar figures that, when reached, means you’re
set in retirement. Sure, knowing your number—
and reaching it—is good, but it’s only part of the
equation. Mastering the accumulation phase
without factoring in the distribution phase could
render all your hard work saving toward your
number moot.
Instead, you should think about retirement in
terms of income needs. The accumulation of, say,
$300,000 is not meaningful for living in retirement unless you can translate that figure into a
yearly or monthly income stream. You need to be
able to pay your monthly food, rent and utility
bills, as well as health-care expenses—and have
enough left over to live the way you want to live in
retirement.
When you consider your retirement income
needs, make sure you also factor in that some of
your assets have a built-in tax liability. In other
words, view your retirement assets with a “tax
lens” on so you can see their true economic value.
You can’t pay your rent or utility bills with beforetax dollars, so it’s important to understand what
you’ll be left with after taxes before concluding
you’re saving enough.

Longevity risk and investment risk are other
items the number approach does not consider. So
to use the same example, you’ve reached your
$300,000 number, but how do you know that a
sufficient amount will be there 20 years later? If
the assets decline to $200,000 in the next year,
what does that mean for your future? Are there
ways to manage these longevity and investment
risks? By translating the number into an income
stream, you can better see what a decline in asset
value will mean to the longevity of your assets.
The message here is that retirement planning
should be done considering income needs. If you
base it purely on accumulation, or reaching “your
number,” you won’t adequately define your retirement planning goals or manage retirement
planning risks. By choosing strategies that
mitigate the risks of poor investment return or of
outliving your assets, you will substantially
reduce your plan’s risk of failure.
The Prudential Insurance Company of
America and its licensed financial professionals
do not render tax or legal advice. I can help you
with your retirement funding needs using
insurance and financial products. Please consult
with your tax and legal advisors regarding your
personal circumstances.
0184640-00001-00,
Ed
08/12/2010,
02/10/2012
Provided courtesy of Prudential. For more information, contact Roy James, L.U.T.C.F., a Financial
Professional with The Prudential Insurance
Company of America’s Sunshine State agency located
in Tampa, FL. Roy James’s private office is located in
St.Petersburg,Fl. He can be reached at
roy.james@prudential.com and (727) 327-4137.

McDonald's Unveils Plans
For Healthier Menu
sugars, saturated fat and calories.
The announcement was met
with a positive reaction from first
lady Michelle Obama.
“McDonald's is making
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
fast food chain McDonald’s last continued progress today by
week announced nutritional providing more fruit and reducing
changes to its menu intended to the calories in its Happy Meals,”
Obama said in a statement. “I've
provide healthier options.
“Right now, America is having always said that everyone has a
important conversations about role to play in making America
childhood obesity, well-being and healthier, and these are positive
healthy choices and I’m proud that steps toward the goal of solving the
McDonald’s is engaged in those problem of childhood obesity.
conversations,”
Jan
Field, McDonald's has continued to
president of McDonald’s USA, evolve its menu, and I look forward
to hearing about the progress of
said in a statement.
The fast food giant is planning today's commitments, as well as
on offering fewer fries and more efforts in the years to come.”
The Center for Science in the
apples in its signature Happy
Meals for kids, while offering a 15 Public Interest, a consumer group
percent decrease in sodium in its that filed suit against McDonald’s
menu by 2015. By 2020, the for using Happy Meal toys to
company plans reductions in attract children, is equally pleased

SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE AFROAMERICAN NEWSPAPERS

with the announcement.
“McDonald's is an industry
leader and Happy Meals have been
copied by so many restaurants,”
CSPI policy director Margo
Wootan told Reuters. “Having
them change the nutritional quality
for the Happy Meal sets a standard
for the industry.”
Happy Meal French Fry sizes
will be reduced from 2.4 ounces to
1.1 and will feature fat-free
chocolate milk, 1 percent white
milk or soda, if requested by a
parent.
The initiative will begin in
September with the goal of introducing healthier options into all the
restaurant’s locations by the first
quarter of next year.
McDonald’s officials said the
company will also provide funding
for community-based nutritional
education programs.

F
INALLY AFFORDABLE
WHOLE LIFE I NSURANCE PLANS FOR AGES 0-85
• First Day Coverage • Premium Never Change
• Everyone Can Qualify • Builds Cash Value
FEMALE$8,000 $10,000 $12,000 $15,000 MALE$8,000 $10,000 $12,000 $15,000

New Study Shows Reduction
In Death For Black Men With
Prostate Cancer
WASHINGTON, D.C. (TriceEdneyWire.com)
Short-term hormone therapy
given in combination with
radiation therapy to men with
early-stage prostate cancer
increased their chances of living
longer compared to treatment
with radiation therapy alone,
according to a clinical trial
supported by the National
Cancer Institute (NCI), part of
the National Institutes of Health,
according to a release from the
National Institute of Cancer.
According to the release:
Benefits of the combined
treatment were limited mainly to
patients with intermediate-risk
disease and were not seen for
men with low-risk prostate
cancer, researchers say. The
results appeared in the July 14,
Ne w E n g l a n d J o u r n a l o f
Me d i c i n e . T h e t r i a l w a s
conducted by the Radiation
Therapy Oncology Group.
The study, the largest randomized trial of its kind,
enrolled nearly 2,000 men with
lo w - a n d i n t e r m e d i a t e - r i s k
prostate cancer and followed
their health status for more than
nine years at 212 centers in the
United States and Canada. All
study participants had localized,
or non-metastatic, prostate
cancer and serum prostatespecific antigen (PSA) levels of
less than 20 nanograms per milliliter. PSAlevels of less than
20, along with normal blood
tests and a normal bone scan,
indicate that the cancer is low or
intermediate risk. Patients were
randomly assigned to treatment
with radiation alone or radiation
plus short-term androgen deprivation therapy (ADT) using
drugs that drastically lowered
their natural production of
testosterone, a hormone which
feeds prostate cancer growth.
In addition to investigating
whether the participants lived
longer on one therapy compared

to another, the researchers also
looked at whether deaths
occurred due to prostate cancer
or some other cause, whether the
prostate cancer spread, and
several other outcomes. Study
results were further analyzed on
the basis of whether patients had
low-risk or intermediate-risk
disease. Risk was assessed using
several parameters, including
Gleason score (the grade of the
tumor assigned by a pathologist
based on an analysis of tissue
samples from a biopsy), PSA
level, and clinical stage of
disease. Intermediate-risk men
had higher Gleason, PSA, and
clinical stage values than lowrisk men.
The researchers reported a
statistically significant improvement in the overall survival after
10 years on the trial for participants who received the shortterm ADTand radiation
compared with those who
received radiation therapy alone
(62 percent vs. 57 percent
overall survival). Radiation
therapy plus short-term ADT
was also associated with fewer
prostate cancer-related deaths
compared to radiation therapyalone (8 percent vs. 4 percent for
the entire study population).
“This study has important
significance for clinical care,”
says the lead author Christopher
U. Jones, M.D., Radiological
Associates of Sacramento, Calif.
“We now have strong scientific
evidence about which patients
with early-stage prostate cancer
benefit from short-term ADT.
This is important both for
improved clinical care and the
utilization of health care
resources.”
Prostate cancer rates are
higher among black men than
other racial/ethnic groups.
Therefore, this trial recruited
nearly 400 African-American
men, allowing evaluation by
racial subgroups. Similar

benefits from short-term ADT
were seen in white and AfricanAmerican populations for 10year overall survival, diseasespecific mortality, and climbing
PSAlevels after initially
lowered levels due to ADT. The
strong minority representation
in this study will permit additional in-depth analyses of the
effects of these therapies in
different populations in the
future.
Among men with low-risk
disease,
short-term
ADT
produced little improvement in
10-year overall or diseasespecific survival. It is possible
that, for patients with low-risk
disease, longer follow-up is
required to reveal a benefit.
However, given that short-term
ADThas substantial quality of
life consequences, including hot
flashes and higher rates of
erectile dysfunction, and the 10year disease-specific mortality
in the radiation-alone arm for
men with low-risk disease was 1
percent, the researchers noted
that these findings do not
support adding short-term ADT
for low-risk prostate cancer.
Newer high-dose radiation treatments may also lessen the need
for use of ADTin low-risk
patients.
“This type of trial is the gold
standard for proving one
therapy, or combination of
therapies, is more effective than
another, and NCI is strongly
committed to sponsoring and
conducting even more of these
types of trials in the future,” said
Jeff Abrams, M.D. associate
director of NCI’s Cancer
Therapy Evaluation Program.
“Enrolling enough patients in
clinical trials is always a
challenge, and we owe a great
deal of gratitude to the men who
participated in this trial because
these results will bring benefits
to many men facing prostate
cancer.”
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Keenum’s Return
Headlines Conference USA

Case Keenum

BY DAVID BRANDT
MEMPHIS (AP) - Houston
coach Kevin Sumlin sat down for
breakfast with his star quarterback
Case Keenum on Sunday morning.
Very quickly, he realized their conversation was unlike most between
a college coach and player.
“He’s a grown man,” Sumlin
said laughing. “He’s married. He’s
graduated from college. He’s got
all the same problems that
somebody like me or you has.”
Such are the luxuries of having

a 23-year-old, sixth-year quarterback. And while Keenum might
ha ve some n ew g ro wn -u p
problems, so do opposing defenses
in Conference USA after the
NCAA granted the prolific passer
another season.
The 6-foot-2, 210-pound
Keenum headlines a deep and
talented group of quarterbacks in
Conference USA, several of whom
gathered on Sunday for
Conference USA Media Day.
Tulsa senior G.J. Kinne, who was
C-USA’s offensive player of the
year last season, returns after
throwing for 3,650 yards and 31
touchdowns. So does Central
Florida’s Jeff Godfrey, the conference freshman of the year who
threw for 2,159 yards and 13
touchdowns as the Knights won
the championship.
But no one’s resume can touch
Keenum’s. He already ranks in the
NCAA career top 10 with 14,448
career yards of total offense,
13,586 passing yards, 107
touchdown passes and 1,118 pass

completions. He’s one of only two
players in Division I history to
have multiple 5,000-yard passing
seasons.
“He’s just a surgeon with the
football,” Tulsa coach Bill
Blankenship said. “And when he
lines up on the field, his team
believes in him. You can feel it.
He’s got the kind of presence you
want in a quarterback.”
Keenum was granted a sixth
season by the NCAA after tearing
his ACL against UCLA in the third
game of last season on Sept. 18. He
wasn’t able to go through spring
practice, but says the knee is
nearing full strength.
“It’s obviously not the knee
that God gave me anymore,”
Keenum said. “It’s got some modifications, courtesy of my doctors.
But honestly, I think it’s stronger.
The further along I go, the more it
gets to being my normal knee.”
Sumlin said he won’t push
Keenum during preseason practice
because he knows what the veteran
brings to the offense.

“There’s three ways that I
evaluate quarterbacks accuracy,
game management and his ability
to make and extend plays,” Sumlin
said. “If you’ve got a guy who can
do two out of those three things,
you’ve got yourself a really good
player. If you’ve got a guy who can
do all three, you’ve got yourself a
superstar like Case.’’
Keenum’s return should help
push Houston back into C-USA’s
elite. After the quarterback’s knee
injury last season, the Cougars
struggled to a 5-7 record.
But with Keenum back under
center, the Cougars can go back to
the punishing offensive pace that
buried opponents in 2009, when
Keenum threw for 5,671 yards, the
third highest total in Football Bowl
Subdivision history.
“As much as it means to us, it
probably means even more for
him,” Sumlin said. “The sound of
his voice when I called to tell him
the news was unbelievable. He’s
truly grateful for the opportunity. I
couldn’t be happier for him.”

One Final Season That
Even Cancer Can’t Take Away

Julian Paksi (60)

The hardest time for Julian
Paksi comes during the day, when
he’s working. Mowing lawns
gives you too much time to think,
too much time to worry about a
future that’s suddenly very
uncertain.
It’s at night when he’s lifting
weights and running that his head
begins to clear. Then there’s a
goal, and some new totals to jot
down in the journal that helps him
prepare for the last football
season of his life.
He gets comfort from the
routine because he’s been doing it
most of his life. Talent wasn’t
going to get him anywhere, so he
became the classic overachiever.
“Football has always been my
life,” Paksi said. “I don’t know
what my life would be like
without it.”
His plan had always been to
anchor the defensive line this
season for tiny Albion College in
one final year of glory on the
field. But life isn’t just about
football anymore.
Paksi found out just after the
first of the year that he has a
cancer so rare it took doctors
weeks to figure out what was
wrong with him. With no known
cure, the only treatment is to get a
new liver.

If there is any good news it’s
that the cancer is slow growing
and so far hasn’t spread beyond
the liver. Paksi was scheduled
have another MRI on Saturday
just to make sure.
His name should be on a liver
transplant waiting list by now, but
it’s not. Paksi will take his
chances for a few more months,
determined not to let cancer rob
him of a season that means so
much.
To Paksi it’s simple. He’s a
football player.
“I’m getting so excited for the
season,” he said. “I don’t want to
be down, I want to be up high.”
Paksi didn’t have to look far
for inspiration when he was
diagnosed
with
Epithelioid
hemangioendothelioma, a cancer
diagnosed in only a few hundred
people each year in the United
States. The day he found out he
went to a Relay for Life cancer
meeting on campus, where he met
a woman who was a liver cancer
survivor.
Not long after he learned
about Mark Herzlich, the Boston
College linebacker who missed a
season to bone cancer and is now
trying to make the New York
Giants as a rookie free agent. He’s
got an article on Herzlich’s battle
pasted in his journal, and he reads
it during times that he’s down.
I wrote about Herzlich a few
days ago, which is how Paksi and
I ended up connecting on the
phone. His girlfriend, Samantha
Cornish, wrote to let me know
how important Herzlich’s fight
was to Paksi.
Their stories are similar, their
determination much the same.
Both love the game so much that
they refuse to let cancer take it
away.

But while Herzlich was a star
at a big school, a prospect so good
that he was once considered a
lock to be picked in the first round
of the NFL draft, Paksi plays
Division III football for a school
of just 1,650 in south central
Michigan.
The 21-year-old pays his own
way just like the other players at
Albion. He’s undersized at 5-foot11, 240 pounds and he understands there is no career on the
field once his senior season is
over.
He has only one year left to
play. The new liver will have to
wait.
“It brings me down
sometimes. I start thinking that
I’m healthy, I’m a healthy kid and
what did I do to deserve this,”
Paksi said. “But this summer I’ve
been focusing and trying not to
think about it. I’m trying to live
my life like it was before I knew
about it.”
Paksi hasn’t told many people
about his condition. His fraternity
brothers know, and so do a few
teammates.
And, of course, his coach.
``Spring was the time he got
most worried because he wasn’t
sure if he would have the transplant before the season,’’ Albion
coach Craig Rundle said. “He’s
handled it a lot better than I would
have. He’s accepted what it is and
has a positive attitude.”
Rundle said Paksi is the kind
of player who always had to work
harder than the next player to win
a spot on the field. He blossomed
last year at Albion, making eight
tackles one week in a win over
Olivet, and is the only returning
starter on the defensive line.
“He’s a throwback player,”
Rundle said. “He’s a real humble

guy, never worries about himself,
just about the team. He’s probably
thought more about the team
through all this than he has about
himself.”
Indeed, the team was on
Paksi’s mind when we talked on
the phone. With practice less than
two weeks away, the excitement
was building to see if a summer
spent mowing lawns and lifting
weights would pay off in one big
final season.
The Britons, who have been
playing football since 1888,
finished second the last two
seasons in the Michigan
Intercollegiate Athletic
Association conference. This
year, Paksi figures they have a
chance to upset conference powerhouse Trine University and win
the title.
Paksi knows all the dates. The
opener is Sept. 3 at Butler, and the
last game is home Nov. 12 at
Sprankle-Sprandel Stadium on
the north bank of the Kalamazoo
River against Trine.
One last date is Nov. 21.
That’s when he has an appointment for some final tests before
his name goes on the transplant
list.
Football will be over then.
Ahead will be months of waiting
for a new liver, months of
worrying about what might go
wrong.
“It’s my life, not just my
football life, and that’s what
makes it such a bummer,” Paksi
said. “I mean, I’m only 21 and I
haven’t even graduated college.”
The only comfort for Paksi is
he’ll have his final season. He’ll
play football one last time.
He’s not about to let cancer
take that away.

No NFL Team
Taking ‘Hard
Knocks’ This
Summer
NEW YORK (AP) No NFL team will be
taking “Hard Knocks”
this summer.
HBO said Friday the
uncertainty of the lockout
“made it impractical for a
team to commit” to the
popular training camp
reality show. The series is
set to return next year.

The network will
broadcast a 10th anniversary special Aug. 31
looking back at past
``Hard
Knocks’’:
Baltimore Ravens (2001),
Dallas Cowboys (2002,
2008),
Kansas
City
Chiefs (2007), Cincinnati
Bengals (2009) and New
York Jets (2010).

Broncos’ Hunter
Switching From
LB To DE
BY PAT GRAHAM
ENGLEWOOD,
Colo. (AP) - Broncos
defensive end Jason
Hunter is hoping to mend
his
reputation
after
healing from a knife
wound.
Hunter was struck in
the left upper chest by a
kitchen knife hurled at
him by a female acquaintance during an argument
last April.
The incident attracted
all sorts of attention, especially since it happened
only days after police in
Florida said Dolphins
receiver Brandon
Marshall, a former
Broncos standout, was
stabbed with a kitchen
knife by his wife.
“It’s my fault for
putting myself in that
position,” Hunter said
after practice Saturday.
“But it really wasn’t that
big of deal.
“I don’t really want to
comment on it no more. I
want to concentrate on
football now.”
Hunter is coming off a
solid season in which he
started 12 games at line-

backer for the Broncos.
With the team
switching to a 4-3
alignment under new
coach John Fox, Hunter is
moving back to defensive
end, a position he played
while with the Detroit
Lions in 2009.
So far in camp,
Hunter is spelling Elvis
Dumervil, who’s
returning from a torn
chest muscle that caused
him to miss all of last
season.
“I’m back with my
hand on the ground,
learning how to attack
blocks again and use my
legs and use my power.
It’s a tough adjustment,”
said Hunter, who had
three sacks and an interception in 2010.
Should the team ever
need an emergency linebacker, the 6-foot-4, 271pound Hunter will gladly
volunteer.
“I like playing linebacker. That was my first
time and had a lot of fun,”
Hunter said. “But I’ve
been playing defensive
end my whole career, so
it’s familiar territory.”
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STATE & NATIONAL NEWS
William E. Hudson Jr.
Named FAMU’s Vice President
For Student Affairs
TALLAHASSEE - Florida
A & M Univer s ity (FAMU)
President James H. Ammons has
appointed William E. Hudson Jr. as
vice president for Student Affairs
“I am confident that Dr.
Hudson will provide strong leadership for the Division of Student
Affairs,” said Ammons. “He has
the experience and the background
in higher education to help us
achieve a level of excellence in the
area of student support services.
We look forward to him implementing initiatives that will help
our students to become wellrounded citizens and leaders.”
Hudson shared his thoughts on
how honored he is to lead the
Division of Student Affairs.
“I feel very honored in my
selection as the vice president for
Student Affairs by President
Ammons,” said Hudson. “It has
always been my desire to give back
to the institution that assisted in my
development. I have many mentors
that helped me to mature and transition as an undergraduate to
graduate student. It is because of
those influences I am passionate
about helping students and parents
of this generation.”
Hudson said some of his goals

DEBT

continued from front page
unwilling to bring down the deficit
on the backs of seniors, the poor,
the working middle class, and
disabled persons in our nation. The
trigger — specifically excludes
Medicaid, S chip, food stamps,
Social Security, Medicare, EITC,
and other critical programs from
cuts. The President wanted to do
what was best for the country as a
whole. Is this deal “ideal”? No.
However, although the President
promoted a grand bargain (which
would have been more balanced
with cuts and revenue generation)
— he agreed to a more modest deal
with fewer cuts and no revenues in
order to keep the nation from
defaulting on our obligations. This
is now a two-step process. The first
step is a down payment on bringing
down the deficit and the next step,
is for us to address as a nation the
larger issue of tax reform, making
government more efficient, and
securing revenue generation in a
fair and balanced way.
As to the Bush Tax Cuts, they
expire at the end of next year. There
will be savings there as well, and
the President can veto tax cuts for
the very wealthy (those making in
excess of $250,000 per year), if
need be. To be clear, the President
does not believe that the current tax
cuts are fair. So he is focused on
those at the top — and asking them
to pay their fair share. His goal is to
better broaden the tax base, while
protecting the fundamental pillars
of who we are as a society. We are a
country that helps the elderly,
disabled, poor, disenfranchised, etc.
When the Bush tax cuts expire- we
will have an opportunity to reset the
discussion around equity balance
and shared sacrifice in America.
ESSENCE.com: The Black
community has been very hard hit
since 2007. Arecent report from the
U.S. Census was released last week
and it identified a so-called racial
“wealth gap.” This recession has
been devastating for the Black
community in particular — our
readers are mostly Black women at
ESSENCE, and we know many
Black women are heads of households, keeping families together —
what in this deal helps create more

in this new position include developing university-wide collaborations to improve customer service
by leveraging t ech n o l o g y,
improving retention, progression
and graduation rates. He also plans
to continue the strong tradition of
developing leaders and promoting
positive critical thinking in
students.
“To create the atmosphere of a
global community, all stakeholders,
students, faculty and staff must be
involved; we definitely support a
team approach,” he said.
Hudson received his
bachelor‚s degree in psychology
and master‚s degree in counseling
education from FAMU. He went on
to earn a specialist degree in counseling and human services and a
Ph.D. in rehabilitation counseling
from Florida State University.
He has extensive experience
counseling students with academic,
personal and career issues. He is a
specialist in the recruitment and
retention of minority students and
provides consulting to small
colleges and universities. As an
adjunct professor at FAMU, he
educates students on rehabilitation,
disability, vocational training and
services, community transition and

empowerment.
He is a certified rehabilitation
counselor, a member of the
American College Counseling
Association, National Association
of Academic Advising Association
(NACADA), and the Florida
Association Educational
Opportunity Program Personnel
(FAEOP), among other professional organizations.
“I wi l l wo rk h ard an d
encourage input from students,
faculty and staff,” said Hudson.
“Positive change does not occur
overnight, but in time you will definitely see improvements that will
ultimately produce significant
results.”

jobs in the Black community and
specifically for Black families, or
what other forward looking
programs does the President have
to address this serious challenge?
JARRETT: I want to be clear
that President Obama understands
t hat the African -Am eri can
community has been disproportionately and severely hurt by the
recession (which dates back to
2007 before President Obama took
office in 2009). This has been a
long and difficult journey for the
African-American community. The
President has several ways in which
he is trying to address this challenge
and bring relief immediately.
First, is education, which is a
big priority for this Administration.
Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan deserves a lot of credit for
the work he is doing with “Race for
the Top” and with community
colleges. So many people in the
African-American community rely
on community college for their
advanced educational needs. We
are working to strengthen those
programs so that we can prepare
people for the jobs of tomorrow. As
I mentioned earlier, Pell Grants
were maximized and preserved in
this debt deal, as well as HBCU
funding was set at 850 million over
10 years. These programs are
critical for minority communities to
be able to afford to attend college.
Secondly, by specifically
having social safety net triggers
built into this new legislation we
were able to protect the vital
services that Black and brown
people (as well as all people)
depend upon in our nation. In
short, the President kept more
damage from occurring in these
communities by securing the social
safety net in this new bill.
Thirdly, and this is important
because people need and want to
work in hard-hit urban communities. The President has been
working on urban initiatives and an
urban agenda that will create new
21st century innovative jobs. For
example, we just granted 6 cities in
America a total of $6.2 million
dollars in partnership with the EPA
to create green jobs in those cities
and clean up site contamination for
the benefit of the citizens of those
cities. The President is very
cognizant of how challenging life

has been for the African-American
community and he sees our cities as
the nation’s economic engine. The
EPA project we just discussed is
just one of the initiatives we have in
place.
As we work with communities
across America we look at all the
factors that help to strengthen that
community. That ranges from
housing, to health and human
services resources, and new
cutting-edge ways to jump start
businesses and jobs from the
g ro u n d u p . T h e F ed eral
Government under President
Obama is working to re-orient the
way it works with our urban
centers. The President’s goal is to
tailor programs to meet those communities needs; not the other way
around. The President agrees that
education, strong families, and job
creation are all a part of the way in
which we leverage our intellectual,
financial, and human assets to
create jobs and keep them in
America’s cities. This agenda will
be a great source of help and relief
to distressed communities of color.
ESSENCE.COM: The
President has been loudly criticized
by some in the African- American
community for not caring about the
plight of Black and brown people in
this economy. What say you to
that? Does he care, and how is this
debt deal a step in the right direction
of helping to mitigate that perception by some?
JARRETT: It is very easy to
comment from the sidelines. I
would suggest that people who are
concerned about the Black
community roll up their sleeves and
work with us to solve the challenges. We need the private sector,
not-for-profits, and others to get
involved and be involved in the
solution. The President encourages
everyone to feel that they are a part
of this discussion and the solutions
we all want to see implemented to
help the African-American
community rebuild wealth and
create jobs in America. We believe
this deal takes us in that direction as
a first step for much more support
to come.
Sophia A. Nelson is the author
of “Black Woman Redefined:
Dispelling Myths and Discovering
Fulfillment in the Age of Michelle
Obama,” in stores now.

New SCLC President Dies
Of Apparent Heart Attack;
Dr. King Nephew Named
Interim Successor
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY

William E. Hudson Jr.

WASHINGTON, D.C. (TriceEdneyWire.com) – Rev.
Dr. Howard W. Creecy, the new
president of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference
who just last month outlined his
vision to revive the historic civil
rights organization, has died of an
apparent heart attack. He was 57.
Isaac Newton Farris Jr., the
48-year-old nephew of SCLC
founder Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., has been named Interim
President of SCLC. Farris, who
was serving as national vice
president of the organization,
praised Creecy for his visionary
leadership and said his aim is to
continue growing the organization from the blue print set forth
by Creecy.
“He had laid out a course. He
had a vision that he obviously
had shared with us all; a vision
that we all were buying into and
he had put some meat on those
bones,” Farris said in an
interview with the Trice Edney
News Wire the day after the death
announcement.
The SCLC family as well as
his immediate family are
shocked, Farris said.
“Emotionally, we are rattled. But,
institutionally, we are not rattled
at all because although he is not
here to implement, he did provide
a blue print.”
Creecy, a third generation
preacher at The Olivet Church in
Fayetteville, a civil-rights activist
and father of two, died at approximately 12:30 a.m. in his home,
said a release. The cause of his
death was initially undetermined,
but family members suspected a
heart attack and an autopsy was
commissioned.
“We thank the community
for the outpouring of compassion
and condolences during this
difficult time,” his wife Yolanda
Grier Creecy and his family said
in a statement.
A funeral is set for 11 a.m. on
Saturday, August 6 at Jackson
Memorial Baptist Church in
Atlanta.
Farris credited Creecy for

The late
Dr. Howard Creecy Jr.

saving the life of the organization, which has been beleaguered
with controversy and mired in
court battles the past two years.
Creecy took the helm of the 54year-old civil rights organization
in late January after the Rev.
Bernice King decided to bow out.
She had been elected president
the previous year, but her presidency never took affect amidst
court battles and rancor between
board members.
“Howard saved the organization, quite frankly. Had he not
done what he did when he did it,
we might not be having this conversation,” Farris said.
In an extensive interview in
late May, Creecy told the Trice
Edney News Wire that his vision
was to move African-Americans
from a place of simple empowerment to equity. Among the plans
he had already begun to put in
place was an infusion of youth by
setting up SCLC chapters on
college campuses and in high
schools.
His eyes on the 2012 presidential election, Creecy said the
non-partisan SCLC would
adamantly push for voter
education, registration and get
out to vote along with a coalition
of other Black civic organizations.
If Obama wins a second
term, Black leaders would need
to encourage him to do more for
Black progress “by continuing to
encourage him; dialoguing with
him by speaking truth to power,
and creating the updraft to be the
wind beneath his wings that lets

Isaac Newton Farris, Jr.

him soar to the place of our
expectation. But it cannot be
done without our participation.”
Farris, the son of Dr. King’s
sister, Dr. Christine King Farris,
was president and CEO of the
MLK Center in Atlanta until last
year.
“I’ve had a pretty balanced
and exposed background,” Farris
said. “Howard was like a big
brother to me. Our families are
cl o s e . I g r e w u p k n o w i n g
Howard. We played together.”
He said he had the advantage
of gleaning from Creecy for a
lifetime. “One thing that I took
from Howard, which I think is
important for this organization, is
his love for people - his genuine
love for people. I guess that’s
what made his ministry thrive as
well.”
Farris was clear that he did
not know whether he would take
the long-term presidency after his
interim term or whether it would
even be offered. “I have not really
had that formal discussion with
the board; So, I would just feel
kind of awkward getting ahead
and answering that at this point.”
Creecy was the son of the
late civil rights icon Rev. Howard
C r e e c y S r. a l s o a n S C L C
stalwart.
Farris concluded: “Howard
has been a prophetic leader who
deeply inspired me along with
countless others across this great
nation and world. From his
inspired leadership, which revitalized the SCLC, we will work
to continue on the path that he
and leaders like Martin Luther
King Jr. lay before us.”

ACT Student Video Contest
Began August 1
I O WA C I T Y - L i g h t s .
Camera. Action. ACT is sponsoring a video contest to
encourage high school juniors
and seniors to use their creativity
to share their reasons for taking
the ACT test.
The student with the winning
video will receive a $5,000 scholarship to the college of his or her
choice. Second- and third-place
winners will receive $2,500 and
$1,000 scholarships, respectively. Seven other finalists will each
receive a $500 scholarship.

ACT will judge the videos
based on the following criteria:
creativity (25 percent), visual
appeal (25 percent) and overall
content (50 percent). The top ten
videos will then be placed online
and students will vote for their
favorite.
Participants must be U.S.
high school students who plan to
apply for 2012 or 2013 college
admission to a U.S. two-year or
four-year institution.
The ACT is a curriculumbased college achievement test.

It measures what students have
actually learned in school. ACT
scores are accepted by all fouryear colleges and universities
across the country.
Video entries of three
minutes or less will be accepted
between Aug. 1, 2011 and Sept.
11, 2011. Winners will be
announced by Oct. 10, 2011. For
more information, visit actstudent.org/videocontest. Follow
the contest and other events at
The ACT Test on Facebook and
on Twitter @ACTStudent.

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

912 3rd Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

REV. BRYANT A. FAYSON, PASTOR
Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ----------11:00 a.m.
WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.
12 Noon Wed. Bible Study • 7 pm Tue. Bible Study
"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME, the oldest
African-American Church in St. Pete."

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One Church.”
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church is a Family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved
and teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of Christ.
Friendship’s 2011 Annual
Prayer Week will be Aug. 15-17, ,
nightly at 7 p.m. This invitation is
extended to your family, friends,
and the community.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
You’re invited to Family and
Friends’ Day at Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church on
Sunday, Aug. 21. Services at 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday School
at 9:45 a.m. The Great Family and
Friends Reunion Choir Musical at
3 p.m.
Friendship’s 2011 Annual
Revival will be Aug. 22-24, nightly

at 7 p.m. Our guest evangelist: Dr.
Henry J. Lyons, Pastor of Salem
Baptist Church, Tampa, FL. Please
invite your family and friends to
share in The Ship’s August 2011
great weeks of prayer, reuniting and
preaching.
How would you like to be a part
of an enthusiastic ministry that
loves making joyful noises unto the
Lord? The Employee Relations
Ministry of FMBC, Inc. is now
accepting applications for the
Assistant Minister of
Music/Organist. Interested? You
might be the person we are on the
lookout for. But that’s not all. You
need to posses the ability to read
music, musically trained or hold a
degree in music (preferred). Please
contact FBMC Office if interested:
727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to

happiness or heaven, you’ll find it
through Jesus Christ. Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcome
you to open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45 and
10:45 Sunday School begins at
9:30.
Prayer still works for the glory
of God. Come join us each
Wednesday for Noonday Bible
Study or each Wednesday night at
7 p.m. as we study the Book of
Hebrews, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment – Awana
curriculum convenes on Thursday
nights, at 7 p.m. First Lady Teresa
Evans, director of Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint Petersburg,
FL 33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300. Don’t forget to visit
our website: www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church, “God’s
House in the City,” under the leadership of Dr Rickey L. Houston
extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we declare
the living Word of God. Join us at 9
a.m. for Sunday School and at
10:15 a.m. worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/Children
Rising are held on Wednesday
evening, at 7 p.m.
We are committed to a Christcentered, People-centered, Teamcentered and Bible-based ministry;
with priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity.

Living out these principles results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line 727-3219645.
Music Ministry
The Back to School Concert is
scheduled for Sunday, Aug.14 at
4 p.m.
We have had over 10 years of
successfully supplying back to
school items to children in our
community. We thank you in
advance for your participation and
cooperation.
Women’s Ministry Seminar
The Women’s Ministry is
making plans for their annual
seminar to be held Saturday, Aug.
20, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The
theme this year is: “HIGH
STEPPING WITH CHRIST”

A man’s heart deviseth his way!
But the Lord deviseth his steps.
Proverbs 16:9
Registration is $12.00 prior to
deadline of Aug. 14 and $15.00
thereafter. Registration includes
seminar materials, Continental
Breakfast and a Light Lunch.
There will be facilitators for Adults
and Teen Sessions.
The Guest Speaker is Dr.
Evelyn Bethune, granddaughter of
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune and
CEO of the Mary McLeod Bethune
Legacy Preservation Institute, Inc.
“Driven by God’s Faithfulness:
His will done on Earth as in
Heaven in 2011”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com. Website: www.bmmbc.org

Elim Seventh-Day Adventist Church
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Every Tuesday morning between
10 a.m. and 12 p.m., the Elim
Seventh-day Adventist Church distributes free food items to the
community. Everyone is welcome,
while the supplies last. No income
verification is need, and no one is
turned away while there is food.
HOT LUNCH Every Saturday
afternoon (between 1 p.m. and 2:30
p.m.), a Free Hot Lunch is served to
members of the community. There
are no restrictions as to who may
come; the food is free to all who
have needs. Feel free to stop by and
have a meal!
CLOTHING DISTRIBUTION
– BY APPOINTMENT The Elim
Seventh-day Adventist Church also
has some clothing that is available to
members of the community who are
in need of supplies. If you are interested in articles of clothing, you may

call the church at 727-327-2374 and
leave your contact information, or
you may simply visit the church on
Saturdays between the hours of
9 a.m. and 4 p.m., and arrangements
will be made for you to be supplied
from what is available.
ELIM JUNIOR ACADEMY
AND DAYCARE CENTER The
Elim School System accepts
children from age two thru the eighth
grade. We provide quality education
for your most treasured possessions,
your children. We are committed to
educating their head, their heart, and
their hands. Your children will
become better persons and citizens,
because of the education that they
will receive in our educational
system.
Our 2011-2012 school year will
start on Aug. 8. This is the time to get
your children registered, while
spaces are available. Please contact

the Principal Mrs. Lawanna McCoy
at 727-327-8651 for registration
information and a chance to tour the
school facility.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES We are
also accepting donations of school
supplies to assist needy parents and
students in the community. You may
bring school bags, notebooks,
pencils, shoes and clothing, funds
for tuition assistance, and whatever
you may be able to contribute. These
items can be dropped off at the
school, Monday thru Friday for
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., or they may be left
at the church between 9 a.m. and
6 p.m. on Saturdays. For further
information, please call the school
727-327-8651, or the church: 727327-2374. For drop-off, our address
is 4824 2nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg,
FL. 33711.
Thank you Tampa Bay!

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons and
trustees, and the entire congregation extend to the community at
large, this wish for an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has
as its central theme, a belief that
we are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Coming in the Month of
August
Aug. 1-5 - Vacation Bible
School, 6-8 p.m. Come join us for
Bible study, crafts, music, sports,
food and lots of fun and fellowship
for the entire family.
Aug. 13 - Sistah 2 Sistah
Fellowship for women of St.
Mark, 3:30-5:30 p.m.

“Strengthening Our
Connection: CelebratingEncouraging - Empowering One
Another.” A Day of fellowship and
faith building.
Aug. 15 - PIZZA Ministry
“Back to School Bash” for
children in the Child’s Park
Community. The goal is to help the
children in the Child’s Park area
get ready for school by equipping
them with school supplies as well
as food, fun and the Word of God.
Aug. 21 - Appreciation Service
for Brother Franklin Gray at 4 p.m.
A Time to say thank you for
more than 60 years of dedicated
service as musician for St. Mark.
The entire community is invited to
share in this occasion with us.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to study

the Bible with us and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday
at 6 p.m. Children in the
community are welcome to join
us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7
p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at 7 p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only (46 p.m.) Saturday Mornings 10 a.m.
-12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday
and
Thursday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church
In keeping with the themes of
power and strength, the Mary Ann
Jones Women's Missionary
Society of Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in
St. Petersburg presented its eighth
annual Empowerment
Conference Aug. 29-31, a
weekend that featured a banquet,
workshops and a worship service.
The Scripture reference "I can
do all things through Christ who
strengthens me" (Phillippians
4:13), was seen in the selection of
seven Torch Award honorees,
community
members
who,
through strength from Christ,
have given a wealth of service.
Charley Williams, Jr., the Rev.
Jimmie B. Keel, Presiding Elder,
Marion Chruch, McKinley
Hayward, Wyvonnia McGee,
Mary Clowers and Thomas "Jet"

Jackson were the recipients at the
Friday evening banquet. Pastor
Fayson was presented with a
plaque for service and support.
After a continental breakfast
on Saturday, participants ventured
to their workshops. The women
heard from the Rev. Dr. Victoria
Martin-Banks of Anointed Love
Ministries in Atlanta and the Rev.
Patricia Nelson, associate
minister at Bethel St. Petersburg.
The men heard from Bethel's own
pastor, the Rev Bryant A. Fayson
and Minister Clarence Green,
associate minister at St. Paul
AME in Tampa. The youth had
their attention captured by the
Rev. Keturah Pittman of St. Mark
African Methodist Episcopal
Church in St. Petersburg and
William E. Packer, Jr. film
producer and co-founder and

chairman of Rainforest Films and
a native son of Bethel AME St.
Petersburg. Lunch and extended
fellowship took place after the
workshops.
Sunday saw the culmination
of the spirit-filled weekend when
the congregation was captivated
by the Rev. Cathy FaysonJohnson, the featured speaker for
the worship service. Rev. FaysonJohnson is associate minister at
St. James African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Tampa
(Progress Village) and the sister
of Bethel St. Petersburg's Pastor
Fayson.
Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, St.
Petersburg's oldest AfricanAmerican congregation, is at 912
Third Ave. N. The Rev. Bryant A.
Fayson is the pastor.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by equipping
believers to reach the lost with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.”
FAMILY CONNECTION
SUNDAY: On July 31 our 9 a.m.
Sunday School, and our 10 a.m.
Worship Service, will be the ONLY
services held.
Register Now for Our Women’s
Conference! You don’t want to miss
o u r A u g . 2 6 - 2 7 Wo m e n ’s
Conference - “Being Fully
Persuaded in Holiness as Women of
God” - held at our church. Dr.

Sheila M. Bailey, wife of the late
Dr. E. K. Bailey, is our speaker. An
inspirational speaker, she will focus
on issues which impact women and
the family. Additionally, Dr. Julia
McMillan, Senior Pastor of New
Dawn Restoration Church (Tampa),
Pastor Kimberly Anderson, Souls
Harvest Fellowship (St.
Petersburg), Minister Natasha
Williams (St. Petersburg), and other
Women of God are also part of this
dynamic women’s conference.
Teens, ages 12-17, are also invited

to attend the conference. For more
information visit www.mzprogressive.org
Casual Sundays (June-August)
are back! However, we do request
modesty in apparel.
Don’t forget our Electric Slide
Cardio Classes Saturdays, 9-10
a.m., in our 3rd Floor Gym. All
fitness levels welcome!
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.
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YOUTH

continued from front page
excited about the work that they
accomplished. There was a sense
of pride on each youth’s face as
they recognized and began to feel
the true importance of the good
deed they had done. To reiterate
their job well done, the Mayor of
St. Petersburg instituted a
Proclamation making the day,
“Guess What? Teens Do Care
Day.” Shawn Drouin, a supervisor
of TASCO, commented, “This
occasion is great because we’re
teaching them leadership, responsibility and about how community
service is really giving back. They
are given a chance where they can
give back to the communities that
they live in.”
Supervisor of Parks and
Recreation City of St. Petersburg,
Thomas “Jet” Jackson, expressed
similar sentiments about the
message sent to our youth. “This is
motivation for our young people
who come to the realization that
there are needs in the community
that need to be met and that they’re
the ones who can make it happen.”
The youth of the community
were bursting to tell others of the
work they’d done. There was also
more camaraderie and pride given
to each recreation center, as each

group was called and students
stated their claim for their center.
This was made clear as City
Council member of District 7,
Wengay Newton, took to the
microphone to congratulate the
youth, and called out to their
respective centers. Thunderous
cheers and fanfare erupted after
each center was called as the youth
took pride in their community and
their community center. Newton
commented, “Thank you for all
the great work. You made your
city a beautiful place.”
As the youth continued to
socialize and receive accolades for
all their hard work, the best item
on the program was saved for last.
A slideshow of the day was
compiled in pictures and videos
representing all sites and centers ,
showing the youth all their hard
work. Melanie Lane, supervisor
of TASCO teen based programs,
stated, “It’s great, especially when
you can go around and see all of
their hard work. My favorite part is
having them view the pictures that
we took. It’s so exciting for them.”
City Council members, The
City of St. Petersburg Parks and
Recreation, City Neighborhood
Partnership, The St. Petersburg
Police Department, and Chick-FilApartnered to create a fun and safe
event that will continue to reverberate throughout the city.

